Source of material 0.95 g (50 mmol) of 2,3-dimethyl-1-phenyl-3-pyrazolin-5-one (antipyrine, phenazone) was added to a boiling suspension of 0.41 g (1 mmol) of uranylacetate dihydrate in 20 mL of acetic acid. After dissolution of the uranyl salt, the yellow solution was cooled and concentrated under reducing pressure to 5 mL. Two days later, yellow needles of the title compound appeared in the solution.
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Discussion
Metal amide systems are important in relation with degenerative problems concerning the nervous central system like E.S.B. or Alzheimer disease; these pathologies should be in relation with metal accumulation and protein dysfunction or denaturation. For these reasons geometrically strained amides are of current interest as models of proteic structure. Uranyl ions give easily crystalline complexes with organic ligands as recently reported [1] [2] [3] [4] .
Following our experiences on uranyl complexes [5] , we studied the interactions of phenazone, a molecule of pharmaceutical interest, with uranyl diacetate. The title complex, bis(acetato-k 2 
consists of centrosymmetric dimers in which the U(VI) atoms display a UO 7 coordination. The U atoms are bridged by two acetate groups. Each U atom is in a distorted pentagonal-bipyramidal environment comparable with that previously reported in [6] . The equatorial plane contains two oxygens from a chelating acetate ion (O3 and O4), one oxygen from phenazone ligand (O14) and two oxygens from the two different bidentate bridging acetate groups (O7 i and O8) [maximum deviation of 0.027(5) Å for O7 i with symmetry code i: 1x,y,1z]. The UO bond lengths are in the range 2.311(7) Å 2.457(8) Å. The angles subtended at the U atom are in the range 52.4(2)° 81.5(3)°. The apices of the bipyramid are occupied by the uranyl oxygens O1 and O2 with UO bond distances of 1.765(8) Å and 1.738(7) Å, respectively, and an O1UO2 angle of 178.6(3)°. The U1/O7/C9/O8/U1 i /O7 i /C9 i /O8 i contour of the double bridge is in a chair conformation with the O1 and O2 in axial positions, C10, acetate group (O3/O4/C5/C6) and O14 in equatorial positions. Some bond distances and angles of phenazone for this compound differ significantly (outside 3 e.s.ds.) than those found in the phenazone molecule [6] 
